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I’d like to thank all those Birkebeiner members who have helped to run the club and its 
activities during the year, and in doing so, enumerate the many and varied ways in which 
the club members and skiing in general have benefited. 
 
Paul and Bron Gray and the Clubhouse Committee. The clubhouse is a wonderful 
asset for all members to use, and has been well maintained and managed by the 
Committee. Jenny Flower has done a beautiful job covering the sofas and cushions, a very 
successful working bee last month caulked the outside walls and cleaned the inside, and 
members have been diligent in caring for the clubhouse and cleaning up after themselves 
and taking home their rubbish whenever they use it. Thank you all. 
 
Brian Keeble and the Race Committee. The committee successfully ran several events 
during the winter including the Birkebeiner Classic, the fun race associated with Ski de 
Femme, and two national championship days. The Rocky Valley Rush had to be cancelled 
due to lack of snow on the course. Many club members helped out with officiating at the 
events. Thank you all. 
 
Phil Evans and the Search and Rescue Committee. Although the members were not 
involved in any searches this year, they have maintained their equipment and updated 
their training, and Phil (with Joan’s invaluable assistance) has had a lot of administrative 
computer work maintaining and updating member registration and information. Phil is now 
retiring as contact person for the S&R group and I’d like to thank him for all his work on our 
behalf. 
 
Our Social Secretary, Kerry Lucas. In her first year in this role Kerry has organised 
several social functions for the club in the past year, including our annual casserole dinner, 
the mid-year dinner at Roi’s Restaurant, and the end of year BBQ. Good job, Kerry. I hope 
you will continue in this role. 
 
Jenny Kromar and her enthusiastic helpers who organised another successful Junior Joey 
program. 
 
Ronice Goebel and Marg Trnka who organised the Junior Birkie program and club 
accommodation for the junior championships at Perisher, another successful Ski de 
Femme event, and the very popular junior development camp.. 
 
To the many members involved in the organization and running of the Kangaroo Hoppet 
which provides the major part of our funding each year and is “the jewel in the crown” of 
cross country skiing in Australia. 
 
And finally to my fellow club committee members, especially our secretary, Trish Cross, 
who has done an amazing job keeping accurate minutes of our meetings, handling all the 
correspondence, and there is a lot, and keeping us all on track, our treasurer, Paul 
L’Huillier, who has kept track of our spending and produced an annual budget as well as 
regular reports on the state of our finances and he also keeps our website updated with 
relevant information, and our membership co-ordinator and newsletter editor, Bill Little, 
who, as always, has done a terrific job keeping our membership records updated and our 
members informed by a regular newsletter. Thank-you all. 
 



During this past year: 
 
Bob Flower and Bill Little were rewarded with life memberships for their many years of 
club service across many different areas of club activities. 
 
Alex Gibson represented Australia at the Youth Olympic Games in Innsbruck, Austria. 
 
Judy Bottomley was awarded a certificate of appreciation in recognition of her years of 
work as club race secretary. 
 
Brian Keeble and Allan Marsland were awarded Certificates of Appreciation from the state 
government’s VicSport department. 
 
Marg Trnka received the annual commemorative Ian Ryan award for services to the club. 
 
Several members received financial assistance with their overseas competition costs as 
they represented Australia at World Senior or Junior or University Championships. 
 
Casey Wright and Tilly Pascoe received Vic Talent grants to support their travel and 
training costs. 
 
The club received a grant and purchased a WeberQ portable barbecue and some 
lightweight furniture (tables and stools) to be kept in the clubhouse for member use. 
 
Ian Franzke organised a club moonlight ski (unfortunately cancelled due to high winds). 
 
Alasdair Tutt conducted a waxing clinic for beginners. 
 
A Nordic Night (a casual dinner for any skiers in the area) was held one Thursday night in 
August at Settlers Tavern. 
 
And Michelle Forrer organised a program of autumn activities leading into the 2012 winter. 
 
Thank you, all, for your input into the club’s programs and activities. 
 
Here’s hoping for an early start and a consistent snow cover for this ski season, and a 
great deal of success and enjoyment for our members. 
 

 
 
Helen L'Huillier 
President 
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