
2013 President’s Report 
 
Welcome everyone. 

Another successful year has passed.  

During the past 12 months we have successfully conducted many events including:  

• our annual casserole dinner which was held at a new venue, Bogong OEC, with guest 
speaker, Olympian Britteny Cox, who is a local girl and a freestyle moguls skier. 

• a junior training camp based at Bogong with three days of on-snow ski coaching,  

• another popular Ski de Femme day which, this year, was run in conjunction with a Fast & 
Female program for girls aged 9 to 19 years,  

• the Birkebeiner Classic, a classical race which is part of the interclub series, 

• the Rocky Valley Rush citizens’ tour race andother event in the Interclub series, 

• two days of the Australian XC Championships 

• a moonlight ski tour (organised by Ian Franzke) 

• a waxing tutorial (by Alasdair Tutt) 

• four free instructional lessons for club members 

• four Junior Joey on-snow fun days,  

• regular Junior Birkie coaching days 

• a mid-year dinner at Roi’s Restaurant 

• the 22nd Kangaroo Hoppet international ski race and 

• an end-of-year BBQ by the lake in Mount Beauty 

As well, we have had regular monthly newsletters from May to November, a website which has 
been updated regularly, a Facebook page, and emails to members highlighting coming events. 

Several members received financial assistance with their overseas competition costs as they 
represented Australia at World Senior or Junior or University Championships. 

Recently, the club has held three working bee days, clearing trails, moving fallen or obsolete 
snowpoles, and cleaning or improving the clubhouse. 

We have also commenced discussions with FCRM regarding leasing or licensing arrangements 
for the club house when our current lease expires in 2016. 

I’d like to thank many people, firstly our Secretary, Trish Cross, who has done a marvellous job 
keeping our records and minutes, handling all the correspondence, and generally making sure 
that everything gets done. Trish has been tireless in her efforts and has done an excellent job. 
Thank-you, Trish. 

Our treasurer and website co-ordinator, Paul L’Huillier, another stickler for detail, who has not 
only kept track of our finances and advised us on budgeting, but also has kept me up to the 
mark, often with a well-needed prod (metaphorically speaking!) 

Our vice president, Allan Marsland, who has been a great help with wise advice on any number 
of matters including our dealings with Skiing Australia, Falls Creek Resort Management and the 
future of our leasing arrangement for the clubhouse. 



Our membership secretary and newsletter editor, Bill Little. Not only has Bill maintained our 
register of members, but he has done a marvellous job with our monthly newsletters. 

Bill has also been a stalwart for our events, doing all the timing for our races, and maintaining 
our timing equipment. 

Our social secretary, Kerry Lucas, for organising all our social events. 

Ronice Goebel for organising our Birkie Junior program and our Ski de Femme day. 

Michelle Forrer for organising our Junior Joey program 

Ian Franzke for co-ordinating the Search and Rescue group and maintaining the skidoo. 

Judy Bottomley and the race committee, Bill, Paul, Tony Crapper, Marg Trnka and Ronice, for 
organising our races. It is with regret that we accept Judy’s resignation as the club’s Race 
Secretary, and I sincerely thank her, on behalf of the club, for her mighty effort over many years. 

Our other Committee members for their input and assistance in conducting club events and 
making decisions. 

And finally to all of our general members who help out at our many and varied activities in many 
big and small ways. Thank you, everyone. It is only through the contributions of our members 
that the club continues to grow and thrive to the benefit of us all. 

Looking forward to this winter, we have purchased a flash, children’s, double, pull-along chariot 
with a ski kit to convert it for on-snow use, plus another conversion kit for use by members who 
already have their own chariot.   

The long awaited blinds have been installed on the upstairs windows of the clubhouse. These 
should prolong the life of the carpets and furniture by keeping out the sunlight over summer, as 
well as conserve the heat and lower the power bill if used overnight in winter. 

We have received a uniform grant to assist in the purchase of more club vests, and also two  
$500 talent scheme grants to assist two young skiers with travel expenses. 

And we will be pushing for a better deal for our junior racers at an open Skiing Australia XC 
forum on Saturday. 

Here’s hoping for a consistent snow cover for this ski season, and a great deal of success and 
enjoyment for our members. 

 
Helen L'Huillier 
President, Birkebeiner Nordic Ski Club 
14 May 2013 
 
 

 
2012 - 2013 Search and Rescue report 

 
It as been a quiet year for us with no searches. A number of members participated in a training 
weekend at Stanley in November. Phil Evans received an award from Bush Search and Rescue 
for over 20 years of service. Most of the members have received new high-vis uniforms. 
 
Ian Franzke 


